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Essay #2: Methods used by Police to fulfill their Mission
The main mission of the police, whether at the local or national level, is to control and prevent crime; thus, keeping the society safe. In achieving this, the police use different methods to ensure that they achieve this key mission. Some of the methods include patrol, community-oriented policing, and problem-oriented policing. Each of these methods has their advantages and disadvantages that make them inappropriate or appropriate in law enforcement system. The aim of this essay is to examine the three policing methods and how they are effective or ineffective in policing. 
Patrol Method
Patrol is considered to be the core strategy that is used by many police departments in the United States. Patrol consumes most of the police department resources (Lumen, 2018). For many years, the philosophy around the patrol method has not changed because like any other time, the police today still make circuits through different areas. The only difference is that sometimes back the police could make patrols even on foot, but today they are mostly running around in their official vehicles (Lumen, 2018). 
Like any other policing method, a patrol is considered to be effective, especially regarding three main areas of function. The three areas include answering the calls for service, preventing crime due to the police presence, and investigating suspicious events (Lumen, 2018). In all these three major functions that determine the effectiveness of this method, the policing method seems to be ineffective in crime prevention. Research has shown that a mere police presence in the area cannot deter crime from happening (Lumen, 2018). However, the patrol method seems to be a fair approach to policing that ensures that everyone is provided with equal police time and resources. 
Problem-Oriented Method
The problem-oriented method is another basic approach that police officers use to fulfill their mission of keeping the society safe and protected. Lumen (2018) explains that this method is a traditional model of policing that is proactive in nature. This method was created in 1979 as a result of the increased crime level. The patrol method was considered to be retroactive, especially regarding crime deterrence. Therefore, a problem-oriented method started with the discussion of Herman Goldstein’s article published in 1979 (Lumen, 2018) as a way to deal with the community problems better. To ensure that they fulfilled this mission effectively, the police departments were required to develop a larger toolbox and sophisticated strategies to help detect, analyze and solve the community problems (Lumen, 2018). 
The problem-oriented method developed a major analysis tool known as “problem analysis triangle” which aimed at identifying the features of the victims, locations and the offenders (Lumen, 2018). This method was developed with the aim of preventing and controlling conduct threatening life and property of the public, assist crime victims and protect them from danger of physical harm, protect the constitutional provisions, enhance the movement of people and vehicles and also assist those who are vulnerable as well as resolve the conflict between the public and the government (Lumen, 2018). The idea of establishing such a method was effective in reducing crime. Even though this method has also failed to achieve its goals like the other methods, it still considered to be a significant in policing in the United States up to date. 
Community-Oriented Method
The community-oriented method has been the most hailed policing strategy that the police departments have ever designed and adopted towards solving the community problems. Lawrence and McCarthy (2013) explain the community policing approach and how it has impacted the American policing. According to the authors, community policing is a type of policing that focuses on the involvement of the local citizens to identify and address the problems in the neighborhood with the help of the whole community (Lawrence & McCarthy, 2013). This method was introduced in the United States in the 1970s and 1980s and by the early 1990s, most of the police departments had already started adopting and accepting this method. According to Porter (2013), the community policing method has been widely accepted in the United States police departments because unlike the other methods, this method is believed to be more sensitive to the cultural issues in every community; thus, making it more effective than the other methods applied across different police departments. 
The United States comprises of more than 300 million people from the different cultural background. This makes it difficult to apply a common policing method because of the different cultural aspects involved. As Lawrence and McCarthy (2013) explain, community policing is more of a philosophy which involves a way of thinking about providing high-quality security for the public. Lawrence and McCarthy (2013) explain three components of community policing method; for instance, problem-solving, community partnership, and organizational transformation. Therefore, it is also an effective policing method that the police departments use to fulfill their mission. 
From the three policing methods discussed above, I think that the community-oriented method is the most effective approach that I would employ. In the United States, the relationship between the police and the public has been constrained by the fact that the police are accused of discrimination. I think that the best way to ensure that the police do their work is to build a positive perception and enhance the relationship between the public and the police. Of all the three methods discussed, I think that community-oriented method is the only policing approach that gives consideration to the police-public relationship. Even though the other methods may also be effective to some extent in different circumstances, but community-oriented policing seems to be more effective because it focuses on building a partnership with the whole community. Since one method may not be effective enough, I would also employ the patrol method because it ensures equal distribution of police resources. Crime is a societal problem that only the police cannot be able to control alone without the input of the members of the community who understand their neighborhood better. Intelligence and information is the key to deterring or controlling crime. Members of the community can serve as the source of information and intelligence for the police. With this information, the police can strategize on how to deal with the problems facing the community. 
In conclusion, crime is a problem that every society experiences. However, some societies have reduced crime levels while others have high levels because of the different policing methods adopted. In all the three methods discussed in this essay, the community-oriented method seems to be the most effective approach that police departments need to adopt.
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